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State Historic Sites Inventory Form D0E _*es ^L_no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

histor ic S i a f p r s g f R n t i S o i - m i r s H n s p i f a l 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2 0 0 1 F a y e t t e S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town B a l t i m o r e vicinity of congressional district 

state M a r y l a n d county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district . public occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) X private X unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 

X site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
__X_not a p p l i c a b l e JL__ no military other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of a l l owners) 

name S i s t e r s o f Bon S e c o u r s 

street & number t e l e p h o n e n o . : 

city, town s t a t e and z i p code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. l i b e r 

street & number f o l i o 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description survey NQ. B-3743 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 
good ruins altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
va r ious elements as i t e x i s t s today. 

The n o r t h w i n g of t h e Bon S e c o u r s H o s p i t a l i s a t h r e e s t o r y h i g h 
b r i c k s t r u c t u r e w i t h a f u l l s t o r y l o w e r l e v e l a t g r a d e . I t i s l o c a t e d 
a l o n g F a y e t t e S t r e e t and i s s u r r o u n d e d t o t h e s o u t h by n e w e r h o s p i t a l 
b u i l d i n g s . A n e o - C l a s s i c a l e n t r a n c e w i t h s t o n e p e d i m e n t and c o l u m n s 
s u r m o u n t s two f l i g h t s of s t a i r s . One o v e r one wi ndows u s u a l l y g r o u p e d 
i n p a i r s p u n c t u a t e t h e b u i l d i n g w a l l s . The w i n d o w s h a v e s t o n e s i l l s 
and b r i c k l i n t e l s w i t h s t o n e b l o c k s a t t h e window c o r n e r s . A w i d e , 
s i m p l y d e c o r a t e d c o r n i c e and p a r a p e t b r i c k w a l l c o m p l e t e s t h e f r o n t 
f a c a d e . Two of t h e f i r s t f l o o r w indows j u s t t o t h e r i g h t of t h e e n t r a n c e 
f e a t u r e d o u b l e a r c h e s , b u t t h e s e a r e t h e o n l y w i n d o w s on t h e f a c a d e 
s t y l e d i n t h i s m a n n e r . Newer b u i l d i n g s a d j o i n t h i s s t r u c t u r e on t h e 
s i d e s . The r e a r i s n o t v i s i b l e e x c e p t f o r a s m a l l c o u r t b e t w e e n t h i s 
s t r u c t u r e and t h e h o s p i t a l ' s new b u i l d i n g on West B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t . 
The i n t e r i o r of t h e b u i l d i n g h a s b e e n m o d e r n i z e d ; i t i s d o u b t f u l i f 
any i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s r e m a i n . 



8. Significance survey NO. B-3743 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture _JL_ religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

.1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military _JL_ social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_X_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1 9 1 9 Builder/Architect 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Exception: _A B __C D E F G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s ign i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

The o r d e r of n u n s w h i c h r u n t h e h o s p i t a l , t h e S i s t e r s of Bon 
S e c o u r s , was e s t a b l i s h e d i n P a r i s i n 1 8 2 4 . One of t h e p u r p o s e s of t h e 
o r d e r was t o c a r e f o r t h e s i c k . W h i l e h o n e y m o o n i n g i n P a r i s , a B a l t i m o r e 
c o u p l e , Mr. and M r s . J a m e s S. W h e d b e e , came i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h t h e o r d e r 
when M r s . Whedbee b e c a m e i l l . The Whedbees w e r e f a v o r a b l e r e c e i v e d by 
t h e S i s t e r s of Bon S e c o u r s and c a l l e d t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t o A r c h b i s h o p 
G i b b o n s upon t h e i r r e t u r n t o B a l t i m o r e . Y e a r s l a t e r when t h e a r c h b i s h o p 
was v i s i t i n g Rome, he s t o p p e d o f f i n P a r i s and r e q u e s t e d t h a t some n u n s 

f t h e o r d e r b e s e n t t o B a l t i m o r e . On May 8 , 1 8 8 1 , t h r e e of t h e S i s t e r s 
L Bon S e c o u r s s a i l e d t o A m e r i c a t o e s t a b l i s h t h e f i r s t A m e r i c a n b r a n c h 

of t h e o r d e r i n B a l t i m o r e . 

The o r d e r was f i r s t h o u s e d a t M c C o l l o h and Hoffman S t r e e t s b e f o r e 
t h e f o u n d i n g of a h e a d q u a r t e r s on West B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t . The h o s p i t a l 
was o p e n e d i n 1919 and was f u n d e d by a g e n e r o u s g i f t of Mr. and M r s . 
G e o r g e C. J e n k i n s . The n o r t h w i n g of t h e h o s p i t a l was t h e f i r s t h o s p i ­
t a l b u i l d i n g c o n s t r u c t e d f o r t h e S i s t e r s of Bon S e c o u r s i n B a l t i m o r e . 
The a r c h i t e c t of t h e b u i l d i n g i s n o t known. 

G e o r g e C. J e n k i n s , t h e p h i l a n t h r o p i s t who f u n d e d t h i s b u i l d i n g , was 
a c o n f e d e r a t e s o l d i e r i n t h e C i v i l War . He f o u g h t a t t h e b a t t l e of 
G e t t y s b u r g . He was an i m p o r t a n t f i n a n c i e r i n t h e C i t y and was on t h e 
b o a r d of d i r e c t o r s of a n u m b e r of i m p o r t a n t l o c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s s u c h 
a s t h e B a l t i m o r e and Oh io R a i l r o a d and S a v i n g s Bank of B a l t i m o r e . 
B e c a u s e of h i s i m p o r t a n t p h i l a n t h r o p i c e n d e a v o r s h e was made a K n i g h t 
of S a i n t G r e g o r y by Pope P i u s X I . J e n k i n s ( 1 8 3 6 - 1 9 3 0 ) a l s o p r o v i d e d 
t h e f u n d i n g f o r L o y o l a C o l l e g e ' s f i r s t s c i e n c e b u i l d i n g . 

The h o s p i t a l r a p i d l y grew and a new w i n g was b u i l t w e s t of t h e h o s ­
p i t a l i n 1 9 2 4 . A f t e r Wor ld War I I , t h e h o s p i t a l s e r v e d t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
West B a l t i m o r e commun i ty d e l i v e r i n g many of t h e b a b i e s b o r n d u r i n g t h e 
' b a b y b o o m ' . W i t h a c h a n g e i n t h e r a c i a l m a k e - u p of t h e commun i ty and 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-3743 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A i i i i i 11 111 i i ; "r"i n i . i . i I ' I . i 111 i i 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Cl . I I I . I I • • I D l • I I I • I • | I I , I | I • , I 
E U J I I i I i • I I i I i I M I F|_LJ I I i I i i I I i I i I i i 
G U J I i i i i 11 i i i i i i • i H L J I"I I i i ; i'i i i . i • i i 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 

name/title G e o f f e r v H e n r y 

organization M a r y l a n d H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t date November 1 7 , 1983 

street & number s h aw H o u s e , 21 S t a t e C i r c l e telephone 2 6 9 - 2 4 3 8 

city or town A n n a p o l i s state M a r y l a n d 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y c rea t ed by 
an Act of the Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , Sect ion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory a re being prepared for informat ion and 
record purposes only and do not c o n s t i t u t e any infr ingement of 
i n d i v i d u a l p rope r ty r i g h t s . 

r e t u r n t o : Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trust 
Shaw House 
21 S t a t e C i r c l e 
Annapol is , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Survey # B-3743 
#8. SIGNIFICANCE, cont'd. 

the integration of the hospital's staff, many white patients sought 
health care at nearby suburban hospitals. The hospital remained 
in the City to care for West Baltimore's poor black population. It 
has expanded its outreach services which include: the West Baltimore 
Community Health Center, Fayette House for Alcoholics, West End Drug 
Abuse Program, Well Baby Clinic, Washington Village Medical Center, 
and the Primary Care Center in the Edmonson Area. Today the hospital 
treats seriously ill patients in its newer facilities including the 
southern Building which opened in 1971. The north wing is now used 
for out patient services. 





B-3743 
Bon Secours Hospital 
2001 W. Fayette Street 
Block 0191 Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore West Quad. 


